My War Memories, 1914-1918
were the effect of the altered situation, and subsequently proved to have been thoroughly justified.
General von Moltke promised that my suggestion should be considered, and gave me a short account of the sudden change in the situation on the Western Front. Up to that time we had only heard rumours of it. General von Moltke was deeply moved by the state of affairs in the West.
That was my last official conversation with this remarkable man. He had a keen grip of military affairs, and could handle big situations with extraordinary mastery. But his temperament was not really resolute and his inclinations were more pacific than warlike. I can recall many of my interviews with him. At the beginning of the war his health had been seriously affected by two cures at Carlsbad, which he underwent within a period of a few months.
At this time the War Minister, General von Falkenhayn, began to direct operations.
On the evening of September I4th I took leave of General von Hindenburg and of my comrades. I did not find it easy to leave the Commander in Chief and the Staff after two victorious battles. General von Hindenburg had always agreed to my suggestions, and gladly accepted the responsibility of consenting to them. A fine sense of confidence had grown up between us, the confidence of men who think alike. Among the Staff there was complete unanimity of view in all military matters.
I left Insterburg on the morning of September isth, travelling by car through Graudenz and Thorn to Breslau, my destination. I knew absolutely nothing about my new sphere of action. It seemed to me more limited than my previous one, but I soon found that I had a great and important field for my activities.